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1.

School Linguistic Profile and Philosophy

1.1.

Profile: Approximately 810 currently on school roll, of whom approximately 210 are in
the Sixth Form. As stipulated within our admissions policy (see below) all students
within the school are proficient English speakers. It is worth nothing that a significant
minority are bilingual or multilingual and that all students develop proficiency in at least
one other language during their time at the school (see below).

1.2.

Admissions Policy Philosophy

1.2.1. Within the community of Godolphin and Latymer School we recognise that language lies
at the heart of all learning and is the key to unlocking our students’ ability for
intellectual and personal growth throughout their lives.
1.2.2. We acknowledge the versatility of language in all its forms as interactional, personal,
representational, heuristic, imaginative and regulatory. We believe language enables us
to express, explore and extend who we are: individually and culturally languages are at
the core of our identity and we recognise that a student’s mother tongue can shape her
learning style.
1.2.3. We believe a pupil’s native language should only ever be grounds for celebration and
never discrimination. We appreciate that the study of languages, ancient and modern,
fosters a sense of awe at the vastness and diversity of our world and that
communication extends beyond the verbal and enabling appreciation of another’s
culture, values and traditions. As such it is a crucial component of truly holistic
education, enabling us to build successful and mutually respectful relationships which
are the foundation-stones of tolerance and peace.
1.2.4. It is recognised within the school that all teachers are teachers of language, and all
parents and members of the school community are essential contributors to the learning
process. We recognise that language is not a neutral, transparent medium of instruction
or explanation but rather a constructive vehicle for values, meanings and beliefs which
should therefore be constantly and critically questioned. Therefore we strive to ensure
that effective and appropriate language is taught and reinforced through multi-sensory,
stimulating teaching which actively addresses all pupils’ language needs.
2.

Language Programmes Overview

2.1.

Pedagogy: We recognize that all teachers are language teachers who have the
responsibility to facilitate language acquisition and promote communication skills.

2.2.

Professional Development: As it is an expectation for all teachers to be language
teachers, training will be offered where appropriate. The school is committed to
providing embedded professional development for language learning across the
curriculum.

3.

Language and Literature

3.1.

The aims of the English department are:
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•

to enable girls to read, write, speak and listen with the greatest skill, enthusiasm,
independence and ambition of which they are capable

•

to engender in girls a lifelong love of literature

•

to help girls to obtain the best examination results of which they are capable

3.2.

English: All students are required to study English until Year 11. In the Sixth Form all
girls who opt to undertake the IB Diploma Programme will study English as their
mother-tongue language, whilst those opting for the A level pathway have the option to
study English Literature and/or English Language to A level. At Godolphin and Latymer
we believe that developing a child’s mother tongue can accelerate the rate of English
language acquisition, support achievement in all subject areas, increase self-esteem, and
enhance intercultural understanding and international-mindedness.

3.3.

Support for mother-tongue language

3.3.1. English language development opportunities are offered for students on a regular basis
throughout Godolphin and Latymer, whilst we facilitate bilingual learners taking IGCSE
French, Italian, Spanish, German or Mandarin early, in Year 10, or with their peers in
Year 11 as an extra IGCSE. Girls throughout the school are able to undertake a wide
variety of activities to develop their mother-tongue language use and apply their skills
creatively and imaginatively.
3.3.2. Examples of such activities include debating, public speaking, delivering assemblies,
leadership roles such as form reps, Mock Trial, society talks, creative writing groups,
magazine editorial teams, voluntary service involvement etc.
3.3.3. In addition, there are activities and clubs to promote the learning and enjoyment of
other languages: under the umbrella of Languages at Lunch there is Year 7 German club,
French cinema society, Spanish, French and Italian debating, The Link MFL magazine
(which has twice been shortlisted for a national media award) and Latin reading
competitions. The school also offers students the chance to participate in a wide variety
of cultural visits and exchanges.
3.3.4. These activities provide opportunities for students to use language persuasively, and for
an authentic audience and purpose.
4.

Modern Foreign or Classical Language Acquisition

4.1.

Studying a range of modern and classical languages is a requirement for all students at
Godolphin and Latymer. In Year 7 pupils choose one modern foreign language from
French, German and Spanish. They study this for two lessons per week. Additionally they
study Latin for two lessons each week and have one lesson of instruction in Mandarin. In
Years 8 and 9 there is a requirement to study a second modern foreign language. This can
be chosen from French, German or Spanish, or girls may continue with Mandarin as their
second languages. These are also studied for two lessons per week.

4.2.

Girls continue to study Latin for two lessons each week in Year 8 and have an
introduction to Ancient Greek. In Year 9, students have one lesson each week to study a
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classical subject; either Latin or Classical Civilisation (a non-linguistic course).
4.3.

Over Years 10 and 11 pupils at the school follow a GCSE and IGCSE curriculum and are
required to study at least one modern foreign language (French, German, Italian,
Mandarin or Spanish). They may also choose to study Latin and classical Greek, either
singly or in combination.

4.4.

Several students each year study up to three languages at IGCSE/GCSE.

4.5.

In the IB Diploma Programme, students may choose to study one or two modern or
classical languages from French, German, Italian, Latin, Classical Greek, Mandarin and
Spanish at either SL or HL. There is also the possibility to study Italian ab initio; this is
effectively a course for beginners.

4.6.

French, German, Italian, Mandarin, Spanish

4.6.1. In essence the aims of all the modern language courses offered throughout the school
are the same, namely:
•

To develop the ability to use the foreign language effectively for purposes of
practical communication. This includes both the spoken and the written language.

•

To form a sound base of skills, language and attitudes required for further study,
work and leisure.

•

To offer insights into the culture and civilisation of the countries where the
foreign language is spoken. This includes everyday life and seasonal customs in
the countries and may also include reference to the history; geography, music,
painting, literature and thought of the country as appropriate.

•

To develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning by
pointing out and discussing where relevant, the differences and similarities
between different foreign languages and between the foreign language and
English.

•

To provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.

•

To promote real linguistic and cultural interaction.

•

To encourage positive attitudes to foreign language learning and to speakers of
foreign languages and a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilizations.
This is fostered particularly by actual contact with the foreign country through
exchange visits, pen-friendships, visits and courses.

•

To promote learning skills of a more general application. These include:
o analysing
o memorizing
o application of ICT tools to facilitate and enhance learning and
communication, including current models of social networking
o drawing of inferences and the intellectual discipline imposed by
grammatical accuracy.
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4.7.

Latin (other Ancient languages)

4.7.1. Studying Classical languages provides girls with the opportunity to approach language,
both their own and that of others, from a different perspective. The necessary focus on
grammar and syntax in the teaching of Latin and Greek gives students the capacity to
understand and analyse their own language more effectively, while the requirement to
produce good idiom in translation encourages them to explore nuance and meaning in
both the Classical and English lexica. We encourage students to develop their vocabulary
by finding modern derivations of the new words which they encounter in Latin and
Greek, through which we hope to demonstrate to students the place of classical
languages within the development of language more broadly.
4.7.2. Effective translation and analysis of set literary texts requires a deep and overarching
appreciation of a culture which in many respects is very different from our own, and
girls are encouraged to explore the links and similarities between Classical culture and
modern life. The aims and objectives of teaching and learning of Latin and Classical
Greek throughout the school are, broadly speaking, as follows:
•

To develop an analytical and sensitive approach to languages in general, and to
Latin and Classical Greek in particular, including an awareness of the relationship
between classical Greek and Latin and the languages of today

•

To develop transferable skills: linguistic skills, research skills, problem solving,
organisation, literary appreciation, written and oral communication

•

To enable pupils to set challenging individual targets which will allow them to
make measurable progress and appreciate their own development as students of
language and ancient societies

•

To fire imagination and to deepen and develop experience by considering a wide
range of issues, such as aesthetic, ethical, linguistic, political, religious and social
questions

•

To increase accuracy and fluency in reading the Latin and Greek languages

•

To introduce pupils to a wide variety of classical literature in its original language,
and to develop skills of literary appreciation at both the thematic and the technical
levels

•

Where appropriate at higher levels of study, to communicate meaning in classical
languages by translating effectively and accurately from English into Latin or
Classical Greek

5.

Learning Support

5.1.

All students in Year 7 have some initial contact with the Individual Learning Department
through timetabled form period time, in which some basic study skills are covered.
These include aspects of organisation (use of homework diary, filing, time management),
note-making and revision skills and also introduce some metacognitive skills, focusing
on individual learning preferences and awareness of difference.
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5.2.

When a student has been identified with additional learning needs including language
difficulties support is provided through the Individual Learning programme. (Further
details are contained within the Individual Learning Policy.)

5.3.

The school has an Individual Learning Coordinator and an Individual Support teacher
who both hold specialist qualifications in teaching pupils with Specific Learning
Difficulties. Pupils who have a ‘learning profile’ that impacts adversely on aspects of
language-related learning (e.g. Reading proficiency, spelling, writing fluency, vocabulary
acquisition) are given support to develop their skills and compensatory strategies in
order to overcome any disadvantages arising from their learning profile, whilst also
appreciating the strengths inherent in their learning differences. All teachers are
expected to be familiar with the needs of such pupils and suggestions for ways of
supporting them are made available to colleagues.

5.4.

Provision will be put in place for students requiring EAL support (see EAL policy)

6.

Parents and the Community

6.1.

Parents are encouraged to support their daughter’s language learning at Godolphin and
Latymer. There exists a range of opportunities for parents to support cultural and
linguistic experiences, such as school productions organised by the drama department,
foreign exchanges, language trips and work experience programmes, and externally
organised debating or public speaking competitions.

6.2.

School publications, such as the School Magazine, Weekly Dolphin and The Link (our MFL
magazine) enable parents to connect to the school’s initiatives in language learning.

6.3.

Where appropriate, parents and other community members are invited to participate in
and contribute to language learning activities at the school.

7.

Communication of the Language Policy to the Godolphin and Latymer community

7.1.

The Language Policy is accessible to staff, pupils and parents on the school website. It is
also available to staff and pupils as a file on the shared area.

6

